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INTRODUCTORY. 

It is certainly a matter of some surprise, taking 
into consideration the extent of the interests 
involved, that the subjects of Numismatics and 
Archeology have, until the present time, existed 
in this country without an organ or means of intro- 
duction to the public, or to those persons who 
make their study a speciality. 

While the last ten years have seen the study of 
these subjects almost originate, grow up, and finally 
take such large proportions, the only means for 
instruction, for the spread of information, or for 
the advancement of these sciences, in a literary 
point of view, has been an occasional paragraph 
in a weekly paper, or an account of some coin sale 
or the discovery of some ancient relic, transiently 
made public in the newspapers, and perhaps cut 
out and preserved by interested collectors. 

The collection of coins has not only become an_ 
infatuating and engrossing pursuit among thousands | 
of persons of all ages and either sex, but out of it | 
has grown up an extensive trade, furnishing the | 
means of livelihood to numerous individuals in all | 
our large cities. Prices haye risen an hundred 
fold, and in some cases almost incalculably and 
unreasonably ; speculation has been rife ; in many 
casés, we regret to say, dishonesty has exhibited 
itself in its most glaring and disgusting form ; and 
all this time there has been no publication attempt- 
ed which, besides being of historical value, should 
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act as a check upon all nefarious and improper 
collection, or sale 


acts, either in the manufacture, 
of coins and medals. 

As to Archeology, while the publications of the 
Antiquarian Society at Worcester ; the transactions 
of the various Historical Societies ; and the ** His- 
torical Magazine” have done what they could to 
preserve some record, still it has all been in a des- 


| ultory and irregular way that has perhaps been of 


as much injury as benefit to the interests they have 
proposed to subserve. The time seems certainly to 
have fully arrived when those interested in studies 
of such importance to the historian and to the 
world at large, should have some means of record- 
ing their views and experiences, and of giving and 
obtaining information concerning them. With 
this idea the publication, of which the present is 
the first number, has been devised and originated 
by the American Numismatic anp ARCHAOLOG- 
1caL SocieTy, which, more than any other similar 
body, has sought to give a healthy and earnest 


tone to the pursuits, the study and elucidation of 


which it had undertaken. 
Tue American Journat or Numismatics aNnp 
Butietin oF THE AMERICAN NumIsMATIC AND 


| ArcH#ovocicaL Society is offered as an exponent 


of the opinions of those who make these subjects 
their study, with the hope that through the assis- 
tance of that class of students for whose interest it is 


| designed, it may in time become a useful and valu- 


able adjunct to historical and scientific literature. 
aneiciitiinnnes 


NOTICE. 


Circumstances connected with 
* moving’ season in New York, have delayed the 
| appearance of the first number of the American 
Journat or Numismatics. Hereafter the paper 
will be punctually issued on the first day of every 
month, and contributions and advertisements must 
be sent in on or before the zoth. 

The second number of this paper will be sent 
only to those who have paid a year’s subscription 
No subscription will be noticed 


its being the 


in advance. 
without the money is enclosed.—Eprror. 
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Transactions of Societies, 


BULLETIN 


OF THE 


| 


minutes of the'last meeting were read, and on mo- 


| toin, were adopted. 


The Annual Reports of the Officers of the 


| Association were read and ordered on file. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC & ARCHAEOLOGICAL 


SOCIETY. 


Regular Meeting, March 8th, 1866. Society 
Library, University Place, New York. The 
President, Frank H. Norton, Esq., in the 
Chair, 

The meeting was called to order at 8 o’clock. 

The Secretary called the roll of the members 
present, after which the Minutes of the preceding 
meeting were read, and adopted. 

The Special Committee on the “ Lincoln 
Medal” reported their work as nearly completed, 
and exhibited a copy of the medal in block tin, 
which was ordered to be forwarded to the Socie- 
ty’s Agents in London, Messrs. Stevens Bros., 
No. 17 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden. Re- 
port accepted and ordered on file. 

A collection of uncancelled postage stamps was 
donated by Mr. John Hanna, Treasurer, for which 
the thanks of the Society were voted. 

Mr. J. N. T. Levick offered the following res- 
olution: ‘ That this Society proceed to consider 
the practicability’ of publishing a monthly journal 


of Numismatic and Archeological intelligence, | 
and that a special committee of five, to include the | 
President, be appointed to take the matter into | 


consideration and report on it at the next regular 
meeting.” 
ution was adopted, and the following Committee 
appointed : 
Messrs. 
Norton. 
At the request of Mr. Levick, the rules were 
suspended to admit of the introduction of Mr. B. 
J. Gallagher, who exhibited the rare “ Sommers 
Islands’”’ piece, and related the interesting and 
curious manner in which it came into his posses- 
sion. On coming to order, on motion, the thanks 
of the meeting were presented to Mr. Gallagher 
for his interesting recital. [An account of this 
piece, with cut, appears in another column.—Ep. ] 
The Vice President, Dr. Geo. H. Perine, now 
took the Chair; when the President proceed- | 


Levick, Wood, Perine, Seymour and 


After considerable discussion the resol- | 


ed to read a paper entitled ** Numismatics and 


Archwology considered as Aids to. ‘History,’ | 
[This paper is printed in another portion of the | 
present issue.—Ep,] On its conclusion, on mo- 
tion, the thanks of the meeting were offered to 
the President, who re-taking the Chair, on mo- 
tion, the meeting adjourned. 

James Ouiver, Rec. See’y. 
Aanual Meeting, March 224, 1866. ‘The Presi- 

ideat in the Chair. 


The meeting was called to order at éight o’¢lock. 





The Special Committee, appointed at the. last 
meeting, to take into consideration the question of 
a Monthly Journal of Numismatic and Archzol- 
ogical intelligence, to be issued by the Society, 
reported in favor of the proposition, and advised 
the appointment of a Publication Committee, and 
the immediate prosecution of the enterprise. On 
motion, the report was accepted and adopted. 
The following gentlemen, Messrs, Levick, Perine, 
and Hanna, were then appointed a Publication 
Committee, and instructed to obtain estimates, 
devise a plan for the proposed publication, and 
report in full at the next meeting. 

Mr. Levick presented the name of Mr. Joseph 
E. Gay, as a candidate for resident membership, 

Laid over, under the rules. 

The Society now proceeded to ballot for the 
election of officers for the ensuing year, Messrs. 
Perine and Hanna being appointed ‘Tellers. 

The following gentlemen were ueclared duly 
elected : 

President, 


FRANK H. NORTON. 
ist Vice Pres’t, Dr. GEO. H. PERINE. 
ad « JOHN F. McCOy. 

Rec. Secretary, JAMES OLIVER. 

Cor. Secretary, F. AUG, WOOD. 
Treasurer, JOHN HANNA. 
Curator, EDWARD GROH. 
Librarian, DANIEL PARISH, Jr. 


On motion adjourned. 
James Ouiver, Rec. Sec’y. 


| Regular Meeting, April 12th, 1866. The Presi- 


dent in the Chair. 


The meeting came to order. “In the absence 
of the Recording Secretary, reading the Minutes 
of the preceding meeting was suspended. 

Mr. Levick donated a number of books, and a 
large collection of valuable coins, for which, on 
motion, the thanks of the Society were presented 
to him. 

Mr. Levick also exhibited a bronze medal of 
Mr. Lincoln, struck in Paris. 

On motion of Mr. Hanna, the President and 
Mr, F. Aug. Wood were added to the Publication 
Committee. 

The election of Mr. Joseph E. Gay'as a resi- 
_dent member was then taken up, when he was 
declared unanimously elected. 

Mr. Levick then proposed the names of the 
following gentlemen ie election to resident mem- 
bership: Messrs. A. Ramsey MeCoy, W. A. 


| Lilliendahl, Chas. De F. Burns, James Earl, and 


Cy 'W. Idell. 
The President then read his Annual Address, 
which was ordered on file, and a vote of thanks 


passed therefor. 
The President then’ dinnoiinbedthe-tollowing as 


The roll of members present being read, the the Standing | Committees: for the ensuing year : 
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American Coins and Medals.—E. Groh, Hanna, Hewitt. 
Foreign “ «  —Oliver, Strobridge, John F. 
McCoy. 

American Archaolog y.—Hanna, Levick, Perine. 

Foreign « —Seymour, Wood, Burgh. 

Library and Transactions— W ood, Hewitt, Smith. 

Autographs and Mss—John F. McCoy, Parish, H. Groh. 

Paper. Money.—Strobridge, Levick, E. Groh. 

Finance.—Perine, Oliver, Parish. 

Various communications concerning the new 
publication of the Society were then read by the 
Special Committee, who reported the following as 
a plan for its form, title and scope : 

A monthly issue of eight pages, large octavo, in 
double columns, printed on good paper, at a sub- 
scription price of three doilars per annum, a few 
appropriate advertisements to be received; the 
paper to be entitled «* American Journal of Num- 
ismatics, and Bulletin of the American Numismatic 
and Archeological Society.” 

On motion the report was adopted. 

A rare and curious bronze medal, illustrating a 
peculiar incident in the history of Frederick Bar- 
barossa and his wife, was exhibited by Mr. Levick, 
on behalf of Mr. Edward Cogan. The medal 
was accompanied by a description extracted from 
“« Heylyn’s Cosmography.” 



























sented to Mr, Cogan. 

A communication was read by Mr. 
Chairman of the Committee on the 
Medal, written by Mr. Emil Sigel, the die-sinker 
having the matter in charge, announcing the break- 
age of the dies while in process of striking the 
sixteenth .copy of the medal. The communica- 
tion also contained a proposition submitted to the 
Society by Mr, Sigel. On motion the question 
was laid upon the table, 

The meeting then adjourned, 












James Otiver, 
Rec. Sec’y. | 


Regular Meeting, April 26th, 1866.. Dr. Geo, H. | 
Perine, tst Vice President, in the. Chair, in 
the absence of the Presidene. 

The meeting was called to order, and the 
Minute: of the preceding meeting read and adopted. 
Mr. Levick donated a volume of Bills of Lading | 
printed by Franklin, Continental Money, etc. 

















number of seals from Mr, Lovett. 

Messrs. A. Ramsey McCoy, W. A. Liliendahl, | 
Chas. De F. Burns, James Earl, and C. W. Idell, | 
were then duly elected resident. members. of the 
Society. On motion adjourned. 

James Oxiver, Rec. Sec’y. 














BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 





— The regular monthly meeting 
of this. Society, was held this afternoon. The 
President, Mr. Colburn, read a. letter. which he 
as seopived...inein. the, Secretary, Mr, yer, 
L. Jerusalem... Dec, if 1865... «, Pratt 
ited, a esac coin, of, ie \peror 


New A on the o crue a head to the right 





Marcu Ist. — 









| with the legend “ Nero Cesar pa and on 
| reverse the figure of Safety and the legend ** Sa/us.” 

Mr. Fowle exhibited a very large and elegant col- 
lection ot Greek and Roman gold and siiver coins, 
two hundred and fifty-eight in number. ‘They 


| were of various classes and sizes, from the earliest 
|Greek autonomous coins to those of the later 


| Roman 


empire, staters, tetradrachms, denarii, 
obolli, &c. Among them were five fine dorics of 
Arsaces, coins of Philip and Alexander the Great, 
the Ptolemys, the Antiochi, Demetrius Soter, and 
Lysimachus. One denarius of Vespasian, with 
the figure of Judea Capta on the reverse and the 
legend “Jupa#a ;” another coin with the lotus on 
it, and many others possessing a peculiar interest 
from their curious designs, or exquisite workman- 
ship, attracted much attention. ‘They were all in 
as perfect a condition as possible, and many of 
them were exceedingly rare and valuable. A de- 
tailed description of them would be entirely out 
of the limits of this report. Dr. Green exhibited 
one of the Washington Medals, struck to com- 
memorate the evacuation of Boston by the British. 


| It was in silver, and the more valuable as having 


| been an impression from the original die. 


On motion the thanks, of the meeting were pre- | Davenport, who had just returned from Philadel- 


Hanna, | 
Lincoln | 


Mr. 


phia, where he had been acting as one of the 
Assay Committee at the Mint, exhihited a proof 
set of the silyer and copper coins for this year, 
which he had purchased there at the request of 
the Society. By the fifth section of the Act of 
Congress of March 3, 1865, the Director of the 
Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, was authorized to place upon all the 
gold a eve coins of the United States, sascep- 


| tible of such addition, thereafter to be issued, the 


| motto “¢ Tn 
| 1865, p, 232.) 


| 


Other donations were also made, including a_ 


Gop we trust,” (Finance Report, 
This recognition of the nation’s 
| trust in God accordingly appears in this manner, 
for the first time, on these silver coins, though it 
| had already been placed on the two-cent piece of 
| bronze alloy. 





Aprit 12TH.—The reguiar monthly meeting 
of this Society was held Thursday afternoon, April 
r2th. The President read a letter from the Sec- 
retary, dated Naples, March 14th, containing an 
| account of some of the coins he had recently pro- 
| cured, and some of the foreign collections he had 
visited, A collection of Confederate paper money 


_and postage stamps was exhibited, being a present 


to the Society from Mr. R, Alonzo Brock, of 
Richmond, Va. A copy in bronze of the medal 


| struck by order of Gen, Butler, for presentation to 





the colored troops, was received from Mr. Chas, 
W. Kennard, of this’ city. The following is a 
description of the medal: On the obverse: Two 
colored soldiers storming a fort. Legend, Ferre 
iis Libertas pervenict. In the exergue, “U.'S. 
Colored Troops.” On the reverse, within a wreath 
of oak leaves : «¢ Campaign before Richmon 1, 1864.” 





Legend, “ Distinguished for Courage.” 
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Dr. Green exhibited hein. biennial silver 
medals, the ‘* Libertas Americana ;” one of Col- 
umbus, struck at Genoa, 1846; and one of the 
Emperor Nicholas, of Russia, 1826. Also a set 


of the Pine Tree money, andacent of 1799 in§ 


perfect condition. Dr. Lewis exhibited some 
elegant medals, principally of silver and bronze, 
Among these were two very rare Cromwell medals 
in silver; a large bronze one of Pius IX, (size 26,) 
struck in commemoration of the re-building of the 
Basilica of St. Paul, outside the walls of Rome, 
December, 1854, and having on the reverse a 
magnificent view of the interior of that imposing 
edifice ; another bronze medal with the Cathedral 
ot Strasburg in the reverse ; a beautiful gilt one of 
Thorwald 
and a very curious old Venetian medal. The lat- 
ter is of oxidized copper, (size 28,) and has on | 
the obverse a man’s head, with long, flowing hair ; 
on the reverse the Lion’s head ot St. Mark, and 
this legend stamped in: * P. Lombardi opus, 
MCCCCXCIX.” 

Mr. Pratt exhibited some gold coins, princi- 
pally Greek and English. Among the latter were 
a half noble of Richard II, a Scotch laurel and a 
Scotch sword and sceptre piece, 1610, of James I, 
(VI of Scotland ;) a two guinea piece and a half | 
guinea, 1734, of George II,a guinea of George 
III, 1769, and a proof sovereign of George IV. 
There were also a Dutch ducat of 1745, and an | 
Ecu d’or of Francis I., of France. 

I'he President presented to the Society five 
medals, and three copies, two of the Confederate 
cent and one of the rare Connecticut cent of 1737. | 

Mr. James H. Taylor, of Charleston, S. C., 
was unanimously elected a corresponding member 
of the Society. 


N. EF. NUMISWATIC AND ARCH AZOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 

A number of gentlemen of Boston and vicinity, 
jaterested in the study of numismatics and arche- 
ology, met in Boston on Friday eve’g, April 6, and 
organized a society to be called the New England 
Numismaticand Archeological Society,and elected 
the tollowing officers for the ensuing year :— 

Prestdent —Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff. Vice-Presidents— 
Maine, Thomas L, Stanton of Monmouth; N.H.,, H, G. 
Hutten of Concord; Vermont, Chauncey R. Williams of 
Rutlani; Mass., Charles Chaplin of Boston; R. f., George 
T. Paine of Providence; Conn., C. W. Betts of New Haven. 
Recording Sceretary——T. E. Bond. Corresponding Secretary—— 
S. H. Chadbourne. Treasurer—-Henry Cook. Curator— 
Svlvester $, Crosby. Librarian—-Dudley R. Child. 
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“SOMMER ISLANDS*" PIECE. 


This piece is so rare as to be, perhaps, more 
nearly unigue than any other coin of as late a 
period known, since there are but three said to 
exist—one being in England, one in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Mickley, and the one of whiel We 


sen, of the most delicate workmanship ; | 


give a fac-simile in our cut, and whose curious 
| history we propose to record in the present article. 

But first some sketch of what is known of the 
coin, and the locality for which it was struck, will 
be interesting. 

The «« Sommers Islands,” better known as the 
Bermudas, are supposed to have been discovered 

by Juan Bermudez, in 1522. In 1609 Sir George 
Somers, on his way to Virginia in two cedar-built 
i vessels, was wrecked on these islands, but after- 
| wards reached his destination. He was sent back 
| from the Virginian settlement to procure a store 
lof the wild hogs from the Bermudas, where they 
|were very plentiful, but died on the islands, and 
his men bore away for England. In 1682 the 
/ Islands were settled by charter from James I; and 
|while the local government of the islands was in 
the hands of Capt. Daniel ‘Tucker, being about 
jthat date, we are informed by Capt. John Smith 
‘in his History of Virginia, that efforts were made 
,to establish a currency ; his words being, “* besides 
| meat, and drink, and clothes, they had for a time 
a certain kind of brass money, with a hogge on 
one side, in memory’ of the ahendance of hogges 
| which were found at their first landing.” 

| The description of the coin, which is an inch 
and a quarter in diameter, is as follows: 

Obverse—A wild boar with the Roman numer- 
als XII over it. 

Reverse—A ship under sail, firing a gun. 

Legend—** Sommer Islands.”” ’ M. M., a mullet 
of five points. 

The specimen of this remarkable coin, of which 
we give a fac simile, was brought to the light in 
the following curious manner. Some emigrant on 
board a German packet-ship, on arriving at New 
York, sold to a German Jew who hung about the 
ships : bag containing some 800 or goo old:copper 
coins, comprising German, English and “Canadian 
coins and tokens, a Massachusetts, and a Franklin 
cent, a U. S. cent for 1798, and some other»worn 
out cents of no value. The bulk of the collection 
was composed of Canadian coppers and bank 
tokens, of which there were many duplicates, so 
that it evidently had not been kept‘asa cabinet, 
but was simply the refuse from the counter of some 
shop. What the Jew gave for the lotis not known, 
but he sold it to a plumber in this city for ten dol- 
lars, while the two were riding in-one of the city 
ears. The plamber took the bag of coins to-a 
coin dealer and Offered them for sale,"expecting to 
| make something on them, but er cre rns al 
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turning them over, informed him that they were | were broken so badly as to necessitate the aban- 


of Numismatics, § 


not worth what they had cost him, and that he | donment of all idea of striking from them medals 
did not care for them. Some time after the plumber | in hard metal, although it was believed that they 
exhibited the lot to Mr. B. J. Gallagher, of this | would strike impressions in soft metal without the 


city, who, on examining them, selected this coin, 
for which he paid twenty-five cents ; Mr. Gallagher ! 
has since sold it to a dealer for one hundred dollars, 
who has already been offered one hundred and fifty 
dollars by several parties. In the strange chances 
and. fluctuations of the coin trade, few more 
remarkable occurrences than this have been re- | 
counted. The genuineness of the coin is asserted 

by all the collectors who have seen it. 
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THE LINCOLN MEDAL. 


At a special meeting of the “‘ American Numis- 
matic and Archeological Society,” held at their 
rooms, on the 27th of April, 1865, when the 
assassination of President Lincoln was still the 
theme of conversation and the subject of thought 
everywhere ; after remarks pertinent to the occa- 
sion had been made by several of the members, 
the following resolution was offered and passed | 
unanimously : 





“ Resolved, That since it is the duty of this Society to | 
perpetuate the memorials of historic greatness, we wil] cause 
to be struck in bronze a medal, designed to commemorate the 
life and perpetuate the name of Abraham Lincoln; and that 
a Committee be appointed to carry this resolution into effect.” | 


A Committee was accordingly appointed, of | 
which Mr. John Hanna, 75 William St., Treas- | 
urer of the Society, was Chairman. | The various | 
die-sinkers were at once communicated with, and | 
at the following meeting the Committee reporced | 
a design and inscription for the medal, which were | 
accepted, and submitted the proposition of Mr. | 
Emil Sigel to complete the dies, his being the | 
most satisfactory work exhibited. 

A contract was accordingly entered into with 
Mr. Sigel, and the work commenced. Meanwhile 
the Committee prepared circulars and. subscription 
papers and circulated them extensively, and sub- 
scriptions began to come in rapidly enough to 
show that there was at least no danger of loss from | 
the undertaking. 

Various: matters interfered with the rapid com- | 
pletion by Mr. Sigel of his labors, and it was not | 
until the middle of March in the present year, | 
that he was able to furnish specimen copies com- | 
plete, although imperfect copies had been present- | 
ed to the President of the United States, and to | 


injury being apparent. 
reported this misfortune at a late meeting of the 
Society, action was taken on the evidence furnish- 


The Committee having 


ed, exonerating both the Committee and Mr. 
Sigel from all blame in the matter, and authorizing 


| the Committee to proceed in the work, have new 


dies made, and complete the medal as originally 
proposed ; Mr. Sigel’s new proposition to furnish 
new dies by the first of August next being avcord- 


| ingly accepted. 


The few impressions of the medal that were 


| successfully struck, leave nothing to be desired, 


either in sharpness and force of outline or in the 
life-like appearance of the portrait. ‘The medal 
will be a credit to the artist and to the country. 





NUMISMATICS AND ARCHAZOLOGY CONSID- 
ERED AS AIDS TO HISTORY. 


(Read before the ‘‘American Numismatic and Archmological 
Society,” March 8, 1866, by Faank H. Nowton, President of the 
Society.) 

History comprises a consecutive and chronolog- 
ical statement of events and their origin. It 
includes an account of the results of efforts in 
science and art; the biography of men made nota- 
ble by their doings; and an inquiry into causes, 
natural, political and social, which may have influ- 
enced the actions of the human race, and their 
effect upon the condition of the world. 

The subject upon which I propose to treat in 
this paper is the value and importance of Numis- 
matics and Archeology considered as adjuncts and 
aids to history. 

In considering the usefulness of these sciences 
in this connection, it becomes first necessary to 
define their nature and characteristics. 

The science of Numismatics, as it includes the 
history and description of medals, which are often 
used as souvemirs of historical facts, and specially 
since it records the progress of finance as exempli- 
fied in the use of a metallic circulating medium, 
becomes necessarily of the greatest importance to 
the historian, oftentimes recording occurrences 
which would otherwise be lost in obscurity. 

It is a mistaken idea possessed Ly very many eru- 
dite individuals that the study of Numismatics is a 
pastime ;.on the contrary I have no hesitation in 
defining it asa science, since it possesses al} the 
characteristics necessary for the proper application 


the Hon. George Bancroft, on the occasion of the | of the term. 


oration ‘delivered by the latter at the Capitol in | 


It includes all the laborious search for hidden 


Washington on the anniversary of the birth of Mr. facts and examples, all. the difficult examination 
Lincoln. At length, everything being completed | and study for the elucidation of doubtful statements, 
and ‘tit readiness, the difficulties of obtaining a | all the careful comparison and distinction which 
~suficiently powerful press having been surmounted, | go to separate different species, or to unite those 
the dies, were put in press, and the process of | closely-allied; all or any of which properties 
' sttiking commenced. Sixteen bronze medals and | applied to the consideration of natura] objects or 
a few. in. white meta]. had_been struck, when by | metaphysical topics, would gain fair title to the 
someaccident not yet fully. understood, the dics | name of science. 
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Of the great importance of Archzology as an 
adjunct to historical study there can be no ques- 
tion. 

Crudely defined by the lexicographer as ‘a 
knowledge of ancient art and ancient things,” it 
possesses unbounded significance and importance 
when considered in connection with history, of 
which it is the precursor and landmark. Begin- 
ning where history leaves off, in its dim, shadowy, 
and silent portraiture of the labors and deeds of 
pre-historic man, it comprises a knowledge of the 
souvenirs of every phase of early civilization, 
every step in the tremulous and uncertain progress 
of the infantile advancement of races. 

By its means have been unerringly tracked the 
life and labors of the ancient Britons ; the social 
and domestic manners of Pompeii and Herculan- 
eum and Egypt; the wonderful art-progress of the 
Peruvians and Aztecs; and the dim, fantastic 
strivings after civilization of our own Aborigines. 

The wonderful connection of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, and even the Egyptians with 
the Celtic and Germanic tribes, and the Britons, 
has been followed by the means of Archeology to 
its origin, 

Exposing in its researches, weapons of war, 
works of art and industry,.and domestic utensils, 
for thousands of years buried beneath the surface 
of the earth, it has thus formed the connecting 
link between cotemporaneous and primeval man. 

In France its patient research has revealed 
human remains whose remote period of existence 
none can locate. In the tumuli of the great Mis- 
sissippi Valley, it has brought to Hght evidences 
of human life nearly as ancient; while at length 
wandering into the regions of Geological science, 
and through its progenitor and co-laborer Paleon- 
tology, it has exhumed fossil remains, teiling the 
story, indelible though unwritten, of a. world 
before the flood. 

Thus does Archeology stand erect among.all 
sciences, and all knowledge, as the finger-post 
directing the inquirer to the origin of all, 

Numismatics, commencing its existence,of sci- 
entific inquiry, at the portals of Archzology, may 
properly be classed with it. .Where man first 
began to shake off the lethargy of the dark ages, 
our noble science takes root. Following him 
through his rude and humble efforts tqwards the 
perpetuation of events and facts by the, use of 
metals, we find ourselves, by the means of .Numis- 
matics, high up on the ladder of historical Jearn- 
ing. 

As civilization matured, and the arts advanced, 
those efforts, at first untutored and. uncultured, 
began to grow and progress, until succeeding: cen- 
turies saw them result in a new fine art-——the art.of 
coin and medai making. 

Were J to attempt to consider the history of 
these departments, whither would they lead-me? 

I should have to follow the progress.of coinage 


tem of exchange or barter was the only one known 
in the transactions of the markets; I should then 
see it grasping at the idea of a circulating medium 
through the aid of shells, bits of leather and bone, 
peltries and wampum ; I should then, hundreds of 
years before Christ, see ancient countries overrun, 
as ours is to-day, with an irredeemable paper cur- 
rency, or its substitute ; I should so trace it up to 
and through the stage of the first rude efforts at a 
metallic currency; the misshapen lumps of silver, 
or base metal, roughly re ghee by hand with 
some symbol from natural history,—a fish, or a 
tortoise as it might be—until gradually, and through 
centuries of labor, and ‘progress, and difficulty, I 
at length found it culminating in the magnificent 
gold and silver coinage of the present age. 

And so with medallic art. Beginning with the 
desire instinct in every man’s breast, to perpetuate 
the memory of great events or distinguished men, 
—pbeginning when tradition had been the only 
history, I could follow it in an unbroken chain of 
events and names, known to-day only through its 
means, down to the present. ‘The familiar scenes 
and portraitures of antiquity, familiar only through 
this art, are the stepping-stones to a knowledge of 
the causes of events which they alone depict to us. 


For a period of nearly two thousand years, men 
have sought to preserve for posterity these em- 
blems of their lives and deeds. And to-day, when 
the highest honor which we can pay to a living 
general or a dead statesman, is thus to preserve 
imperishable his features, and some modest record 
of his acts, in perpetual bronze, who shall say that 
medallic art may not be considered a worthy and 
honorable congener of Archzology and History. 

But there are other considerations of yastly 
greater importance than those I have mentioned, 
under which the intimate relationship between 
Numismatics and History is made still more obvi- 
ous. 

A distinguished young officer during our late 
struggle, immortalized himself by. one, of . those 
pregnant sayings that are occasionally uttered, and 
become by virtue of the natural merit with which 
they are instinct, finally engrafted in the proverb- 
ial literature of the language in which they were 
uttered. That saying is familiar, Iam sure, to all 
of us, and ran in this wise, ‘* We aRE MAKING HISs- 
TORY HAND OVER HAND.” 

Now to “ make History” events, must occur ; 
wars, famines and pestilences must desolate coun- 
tries; inventions must be made; distinguished 
minds in every walk of life must spring up, and 
perform their share of the world’s great deeds ; 
commerce must spread, and nations become, better 
acquainted with one another; religion must_be 
carried to the farthermost ends of the globe ; and 
darkened souls become enlightened to the true faith ; 
new, wild and barbarous countries must. be 
ap. 16 Romie hy, Se SAAe ae Sees, 9 
explorers ; all this, and more,, must be done ‘to 





into the regions of early barbarism, when the sys- 





make history.’ 
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Mines must be dug, railroad and telegraph lines 
be laid, bridges.and, viaducts..and, tunnels built ; 
manufactures must increase, and stately mansions, 
and massive warehouses, and endless spires point- 
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16. And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abra- 
ham weighed to Ephron the silver which he had named in 
the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of 
silver, current money with the merchant. 

Abraham wanted the land to bury within a cave 





ing to heaven, must:mark the progress of civiliza-| which stood thereupon, the body of his wife, 


tion and Christian life. 


| Sarah, who had died in Canaan, a strange land to 


All this must be done in these our own days to| them, and the people were desirous to give it to 
produce the materials of history ; but how was it | him, but as we see, Abraham would not accept the 
in those ancient, pagan, and uncivilized days, of | gift, that, as it would seem, he might stand up 


which we have no history ? 


before future ages as the first man who had used 


And all this brings me to the point.I desire to | this wonderful agent. Of course some species of 


make in this place, and on which I am convinced | 


hinges to-day not only our history but our civili- 
zation and Christianity itself, 


Wild as may appear the theory, I am prepared | 
to assert that more than to anything else, except | 


the Divine will of God, the world owes its, pres- 
ent condition ‘of advancement and wealth to the 
discovery of a circulating medium. 

Why is it we are so destitute of any knowledge 
of those periods before this discovery was made ? 
Why is it that of those darkened and benighted 
nations still existing in the world, which are still 
destitute of this great medium of inter-communi- 
cation among peoples, we are so destitute of knowl- 
edge if it be not that by the means of money all 
new channels are opened for national advancement 
in everything that is good, and wise, and valuable 
in the cycle of creation. 

Money is termed “the root of all evil,” and 
such misused it must ever be, as it ever has been. 
But what great thing ever happened, or what great 
and important enterprise was ever carried on to 
fruition without it. 

In facilitating commerce, in opening up the 
mineral wealth of the world, in creating the 
means for education, and diflusing them broadcast, 
in spreading the tenets of religious belief, in for- 
warding the arts and manufactures, a circulating 
medium has been the one and only possible means 
for the great end. 

Thus we may truly say that we owe the exis- 
tence of the events and occurrences that have made 
history to the invention of that whose life and 
labors it has come within the domain and province 
of the science of Numismatics to chronicle, to 
describe, and to illustrate. 

And therefore,-and above all, is our science 
entitled to rank with History, whose food has 
grown from its elements, and which it has thus so 
successfully aided to create. 


The earliest allusion to the, use of money in any 


purchase is found in the Bible, and records the 


fact that Abraham purchased a grave for his family. 
In the 23d chapter of Genesis, and the 14th, 15th 
and 16th yerses, is given the description of this 
transaction, which cannot but be interesting in this 
connection, 

14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 


15. My Lord, heatiten untojme: the land is worth four , 
hundred ls of silver ; what ig that betwixt me and thee? | 


bury therefore thy dead.” 


money must have been employed previous to this 
instance, but the fact that the first known occasion 
| for its use was the purchase of a grave, is certainly 
suggestive. 

The words * shekels of silver” would seem to 
| signify coined money, yet in a similar transaction 
| recorded of Jacob, where “pieces of silver’ is 

used, it has been discovered that the phrase ‘ pieces 
| of silver’ may also be translated ‘a lamb,’ and it is 
| still a mooted question among theologians whether 
these payments may not both have been made in 
live stock. 
Having thus shown to some slight extent the 
| uses of these sciences, from an historical point of 
view, it becomes us to consider how those uses 
may be made apparent and obvious, and how, 
| practically, Numismatics and Archeology may be 
| made in the future still further to become aids to 
History. Individuals can do much towards this 
end, but it is to associated effort that we must look 
for the greatest amount of valuable labor that will 
hereafter be performed. By co-operation and assoc- 
iation ; by the search after, collection and elucida- 
tion of all that illustrates these sister sciences ; and 
by the preservation by record of all facts discover- 
ed, and their publication to the world, I conceive 
that we shall do the greatest service in this con- 
nection. 
And after all the assistance rendered is mutual ; 
| for if we record otherwise hidden facts for the ben- 
efit of the historian, History no less frequently 
preserves for the Numismatist and Archzologist 
the memory of illustrative points met with in its 
researches which might otherwise be lost to our 
knowledge. 
We are, it seems to me, in reference to History 
what the pilot-fish is to the shark: preceding, dis- 
covering and pojnting our its proper food. Al- 
_ though History, unlike that voracious fish, accepts 

to perpetuate rather than to destroy, and to benefit 
| humanity, a much nobler purpose than to fill its 
own hungry maw. 

Again, the possible results of our labors take a 
yet wider range, of a still higher character. By 

the elevation of the standard of coinage, and the 
' simplification of the principles of finance ; by for- 
warding and encouraging an international system 
of coinage, we may advance ‘trade and commerce, 
and, to a very great extent, Civilization itself. 

These are considerations well worth pondering 
; upon deeply: 7 1T'6 ifeel’that we can rise out of the 


| 
| 
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positions of mere collectors of rare coins, medals, 


and antiquities, and by taking our true position 
exercise a powerful and permanent influence upon | 
letters and science, and upon the welfare of the; 
human race, is certainly a proud conviction. 

Never was there a more promising period in the | 
world’s history for such results to follow earnest | 
and faithful labor in the right direction. 

In this country, in the future, must take root, | 
and from its shores must go forth to the rest of the 
world, the greater share of all great improvements, 
all new inventions, all profound thought. 

From one of the youngest among nations, we | 
have suddenly sprung into a new life, with a glo- | 
rious future before it; and it wil] remain with us | 
to give the law to other nations in all matters that | 
concern the social and political well-being of | 
States, 

Having in view these facts, let us turn with | 
renewed effort to meet the long vista of success | 
that opens before us, determined to lose no oppor- | 
tunity to raise our pursuits to the first rank of use- | 
{ul sciences, as well as ornamental arts. For so 
we shal] best perform our impending duties, and so 
raise to a true equality with all science, all art, and 
all the best acts and deeds of the best men and 
nations, our own’sciences, Numismatics and Arche- 
ology. 
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